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 òI am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them, bear much fruité.ó  John 15:5  

 The Grapevine 

Our Mission  

Our Focus 

 

Uniting in Jesus Christ 
we spread Godõs love 

 
 

    
 
 

The five practices of  
Fruitful Congregations:  

 

1.  Radical Hospitality  
2.  Passionate Worship 
3.  Intentional Faith Development  
4.  Risk-taking Mission & Service  
5.  Extravagant Generosity 

Inside This Issue : 

Join Us For Worship! 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow 

 

Camping Sunday  
March 12th - 10am 
Itôs time to kick off Summer Camp!  
See whatôs in store this year  

 
 

 
 

 

UMCOR Sunday /  
Bells & Brunch  
March 19th - 10am    

United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) helps people and communities      

worldwide when natural  disasters happen. Support UMCOR and help others.  

You are also invited to hear the Bell Choir and enjoy Brunch. 
 

 

Palm Sunday   
April  9th - 10am 
Welcome  Jesusô arrival to  Jerusalem  

and the holy week ahead.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Easter Sunday   
April 16th - 10am 

Celebrate Jesusô resurrection, new life and the gift of    
salvation. Enjoy our  beautiful bell choir and wonderful 

praise singers, prayers and breakfast treats. 
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ñNow faith is the substance  

of things hoped for,  

the evidence of things not seen."  
Hebrews 11:1  

 

 
Dear Friends,  
Easter time makes me "see" and "dream" of colorful    
yellow daffodils, bright red tulips, and sparkling white 
Easter lilies. Of course before we get to enjoy those   
beautiful spring flowers, there is the hard work of     
planting the bulbs and waiting through the cold winter. It 
reminds me of our Church Self-Assessment group       
process (in January and February). We can "see" and   
envision   our   church  sanctuary   packed  full  of       
joyful people and lively music and worship for Easter 
Sunday service (April 16), but it takes the hard work of 
invitation and hospitality. We can "see" families with 
children and youth, along with single adults, older adults, 

and all kinds of people connecting with our church      
family as it grows and we worship and serve Jesus      
together, but it takes the work of hospitality and          
fellowship. 
We can "see" and experience God's loving church every       
Sunday, but we can also "see" that there are many ways 
to change and grow so we can reach new people and have 
guests return a second time. We know we need to "grow" 
our ministries with children and youth and those seeking 
Jesus and God's abundant love. The Church Self-
Assessment process and making needed changes is hard 
work! We sometimes don't want to give up what is     
comfortable for us, but God is calling us to do the hard 
work of change and be truly open to God's Spirit and new 
directions.  
This Lent (March 1) through Easter (April 16), please 
commit to pray for Oxford  United Methodist Church and 
our pastor, leaders and members as we try out changes 
and try new things in worship services and other places. 
We aim to trust in God for new insights and advice, and 
move in God's direction for our church and community. 
We cannot "see" the future for our church and for us, but 
we know with certainly that God has a purpose and     
direction for our church to "make disciples of   Jesus 
Christ" and reach new people with Jesus' gift of salvation 
and God's abundant love and care.  
Grace and Peace on the Easter journey - Pastor Jennifer  

 
 

March 1  Ash Wednesday  
A worship service with  
A cross of ashes at 7:30pm.  
Join us and invite a friend too. 

 
March 5   1st Sunday in Lent / 

Holy Communion  
 Matthew 4:1-11  

ñA Laser Focus on Godò 
 
 

March 12  2nd Sunday in Lent / Camping Sunday 
[Daylight Savings Time begins]  

John 3:1-17  
ñAsking Lots of Questionsò 

UM Camping Focus 
 
 

March 19  3rd Sunday in Lent / UMCOR Sunday  
John 4:5-26, 39-42  

ñGodôs Life Giving Waterò 

Bells & Brunch 
UMCOR Special Offering 

  
 

March 26 4th Sunday in Lent  
1 Samuel 16:1-13  

ñGod Sees Our Heartsò 
 

April 2  5th Sunday in Lent / Holy Communion  
Romans 8:6-11; Psalm 103:1-8 

 
 
 
 

 

April 9  Psalm Sunday   
Romans 8:6-11; Psalm 103:1-8 

Welcome  Jesusô arrival to  Jerusalem and 

the holy week ahead.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

April 13   Maundy Thursday  
Remember Jesusô Last Supper with his disciples.  

A fellowship potluck at 6pm.  
A worship service with communion at 7pm.  

Join us and invite a friend too. 
 

 

April 14  Good Friday  

[OUMC at noon (12pm)] 

A community-wide service focused 
on Jesusô death and crucifixion on 
the cross. A holy and prayerful time 

of worship 
 

 

April 16   Easter Sunday  
John 20:1-18 

Bells & Brunch 
Celebrate Jesusô resurrection, new 
life and the gift of  salvation.  
Enjoy our  beautiful bell choir and wonderful praise  

singers, prayers and breakfast treats. 
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ñThe Answer is Easterò 

After the April 2013 suicide of his 27-year-old son,        

Matthew, pastor and author Rick Warren was often asked 

how he was able to keep going. His frequent reply?  

òThe answer is Easter.ó  

In the Easter sermons Warren preached the following year, 

he emphasized that Jesusõ resurrection is the answer to       

discouragement, defeat and devastating trials.  

òThe death, burial and resurrection of Jesus happened 

over three days,ó Warren explained. òFriday was the day 

of suffering and pain and agony. Saturday was the day of 

doubt and confusion and misery. But Easter, that Sunday, 

was the day of hope and joy and victory. 

òYou will face these three days over and over and over in 

your lifetime. And when you do, youõll find yourself       

asking, as I did, three fundamental questions:  
 

¶ Number one, what do I do in my days of pain?  

¶ Two, how do I get through my days of doubt and    

confusion?  

¶ Three, how do I get to the days of joy and victory?  
 

The answer is Easter.ó  

 
 [reprinted by permission from the Newsletter Newsletter] 

OUMC Assessment Report 
Oxford United Methodist Church: Church              
Assessment Findings compiled by consultant Rev. Jean 
Snyder (Feb. 26, 2017). Here is a summary of the major 
findings and suggestions from our Church Assessment 
Group meetings (in January and February). This report is 
based on meeting discussions, written questionnaires, 
written and verbal comments, church documents, and  
observations. Copies of the full report are available from 
the church office. 

LEADERSHIP AND VISION -   
The current vision statement is: ñUniting in Jesus Christ, 
we spread Godôs Love.ò The Vision statement and     
Mission statement needs to be developed and be more 
specific. New leaders need to be identified, recruited,   
nurtured, and trained. 

WORSHIP -   
Excellence in worship is essential. Need to review and 
redesign the Order of Worship, and focus on Radical 
Hospitality and the visitorôs  experience. The Bell Choir 
is a highlight. Need more special music. Need to train 
liturgists more. Need smoother transitions in worship   
service. 

 

FINANCES and FACILITIES -   
The sanctuary needs some updating and clean up. Check 
and replace sanctuary and entrance lighting. Concern over 
financial viability of the church: the income and expense 
levels, and low number of givers, and pastor and staff 
salaries and compensation. 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRIES -   
Need to improve children and youth ministries and  
Christian Education programs (currently only offering 
Sunday School and VBS). Clean up library/cry room.  
Develop a youth group (junior high and high school). 
Consider hiring a youth director and renovate the youth 
room. Finances are a consideration. 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES -  
Wednesday Community Meals is the main community 
outreach program and needs a few more volunteers for set 
up and serving the meal. New outreach and missions    
projects could be considered. 

New Member Talks 

Are you interested in learning about the United Method-
ist Church? Are you interested in becoming a church      
member? Please talk to Pastor Jennifer to set up a time 
after Sunday worship or another time. You may also call 
the Church Office [248-628-1289].  

The 2017 Daily Lenten Devotions booklets  
provide you with scripture and a meditation  

for every day of Lent (March 1 through 
April 16 Easter).  

Pick up a devotional booklet at church.  
Also, Lenten coin boxes are available too. 
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United Methodist Church World Missions 

UMCOR Sunday: March 19th  
[formerly ñOne Great Hour of Sharingò] 

When disaster strikes around the globe - Haitiôs 2010      
earthquake or Typhoon Haiyan in 2013 - so many   
watching the drama unfold on our living room televisions 
feel entirely helpless. How could any one person make a 
difference in the wake of such widespread devastation? 
As responders around the globe scramble to help         
survivors, the United Methodist Committee on Relief, 
UMCOR, is   prepared.  

So donôt be fooled by that word committee.  
Since 1940, when UMCORôs forerunner was established 
to meet the needs of those suffering overseas at the onset 
of World War II, weôve continued to respond to those in 
desperate need - today throughout more than eighty   
countries around the world. 
The response of UMCOR isnôt something ñtheyò do, 

itôs something ñweò do. 
Thatôs because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday 
is what allows UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of 

Christôs church, moving toward the most vulnerable in 
their darkest days. Convinced that all people have God 
given worth and dignity - without regard to race, religion 
or gender - together we are assisting those impacted by 
crisis or chronic need. 
Because you give, the United Methodist Churchôs      
compassionate response to human suffering continues 
today: 
¶ When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma,               
we responded 
¶ When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, 
we  responded 
¶ And when the next mass crises occurs, we will be    
prepared to respond 

 

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesusô name to those 
who suffer because United Methodists give through 
UMCOR Sunday. In fact, itôs your generosity giving that 
allows us to respond when disaster strikes. 

Not ñtheyò. We. 
 

To give - Please make out your check to ñOUMCò and 
write UMCOR SUNDAY in the memo line, place it in 
the UMCOR envelope (or an envelope with UMCOR 
Sundayò written on it) and give it to an usher or place in 
the offering  (or mail it to the church office at 21 E.    
Burdick St. Oxford, 48371). 

Local Missions 

Love I.N.C. - Top 10 Facts 

1) There are nearly 150 Love I.N.C. affiliates across the 
U.S.A. 

2) Over 20 area churches are affiliated with Love I.N.C. of 
North Oakland County. 

3) We currently offer 14 different needs-based ministries. 

4) 25 local and state government agencies assist with client 
needs, as well as countless area non-profit groups and 
businesses. 

5) 20+ volunteer staff the Clearing house. 

6) 60+ volunteers staff the Clothes Closet, Household 
Goods and Personal Needs Ministries. 

7) We've helped over 1,500 families since opening our 
doors in March of 2007. 

8) Love I.N.C.  averages over 500 phone calls a month. 

9) In 2016, we received over 5,000 calls for assistance. 

10) More than 2,600 volunteers hours have been logged 
into the Clearinghouse in the last 12 months. 

  

Oxford Orion FISH - Did you knowé 

Oxford/Orion FISH gives out more than just boxed and 
canned goods.  We strive to offer our clients all the       
necessities found in most households. We carry personal 
hygiene, shampoo/conditioner, shaving cream and razors, 
as well as basic staples such as cereal, eggs, milk, meat, 
bread, pasta, soup, beverages, snack treats, garbage bags, 
Kleenex, and much more. 

     

 

 

 

 

Daylight Savings Time  

Begins March 12th  
Remember to move your clocks forward  
one hour to be on time for church! 

 

Christmas Offering Mission Giving 
Total = $5293.00 

Distribution: 

$2646.50 (half)  -  Oxford UMC Missions and Ministry 

$600.00 - FISH Food Pantry 

$600.00 - Love I.N.C. Emergency Funds 

$600.00 - Grace Centers of Hope (Pontiac) 

$600.00 - Michigan Area Haiti Task Force 
[rebuilding churches & communities after Hurricane Matthew] 
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Nursery / Preschool 

Our new mural of colorful baby 
animals and scenery provide a   
friendly and inviting place for 
young children. Thanks to Rich 
Sallans for his creativity.  

All preschool and nursery aged     
children are invited to have fun 
with our nursery attendant      
Lindsay Nelson on Sunday    
mornings. The Nursery/Preschool 
room is downstairs next to the 
Sunday School classrooms 

Sunday School  
All school aged children are 
invited to attend Sunday 
School! Children are       
encouraged to attend the 
Sunday morning church    
service with their   families 
and then will be dismissed to 
Sunday School after the Childrenôs    Message. There will 
be no     Sunday   School   on   Bells  & Brunch Sundays  
(the third Sunday of the month). 

We could still use some helpers!  
Please contact Michelle Wood if you can volunteer. 

Scouting  
              

We have many Scouting groups who meet at our church. 
We currently charter Boy Scout Troop #366, Pack #366 
and Cub Scour Pack #4. We also sponsor Girl Scout Troop 
#13168.  
There is always a need for responsible adults to help out, 
whether or not you have children. If you, or your child are 
interested in scouting please contact the following groups. 

Boy Scouts -  
https://beascout.scouting.org 

[1-248-338-0035) 
 

Girl Scouts:  
https://www.girlscouts.org 
(1-800-482-6734) 

Lenten Bible Study 
 

ñHe Chose the Nailsò 
By Max Lucado 

Wednesdays starting March 8 - 10:30am to 12noon  
   

Linger on the hill of Calvary. 

Rub a finger on the timber and press 
the nail into your hand. Taste the 
tinge of cheap wine and feel the 
scrape of a thorn on your brow. 

Touch the velvet dirt, moist with the 
blood of God. Allow the tools of  
torture to tell their story. Listen as 
they tell you what God did to win 
your heart. For questions, see Sue 

Rizzo or Mary Garrard. 

Christian Education and Faith Development 

UMC Camping Sunday 
Sunday, March 12 - 10am 

 Come and hear our children talk about their summer 
camp experiences and  see what is planned for this year!  

 

Go Camping this Summer! 
There are many choices at our Michigan United       
Methodist Camps for all ages and interests. The youngest 
children can go to camp with their parent or grandparent.  
There are also camp sessions for 2 or 3 days that they 
can attend on their own.  Older kids may go for a week 
and can specialize ï swimming and boating, horseback 
riding, music and acting, and more.  Youth can go on 
back packing or kayaking trips. There is family camping, 
special needs camps, and much more. Be sure to look at 
the camp brochures or go online [www.umcamping.org].   
Camp can be a life-changing experience. New           
milestones are reached on faith journeys as young people 
live and talk about the gospel with caring, trained and 
screened staff and volunteers. Decisions are made, new 
skills are learned, new friendships are forged, and     

campers go home with tools that will last a lifetime. 
Our church, and the camps, can help you pay for camp.  

The camp goal is the help with   
camperships to cover 1/3 the fee.  And 
our local church can help with    
scholarships for the next third.  For 
instance, a week of camp that has a 
fee of about $390, would only cost the 
camperôs family $130. 
We can help coordinate small groups 
of kids to go to camp together, or to 
different programs but at the same 
camp, the same week. Your childôs 
friends and neighbors can go too.  
Call me, Lucinda Bellairs, [248-417-
0214, email: lucindabellairs4@gmail 
.com] and I will try to help you 
choose which programs match your 
childôs age, interests and family 
schedule.   

You may also call the church office at Oxford UMC 
[248-628-1289] for information. 

Join us for a fun and life-changing summer  
church camp experience! 


